MARIANA MARSHALL AND CAROLINE
confirmed the substantiated claims which, as no form of writing'
existed, were verbally accepted as binding and handed down
orally from generation to generation.   Every transfer of a stone,
or transfer of the credit of a lost stone, was mentally registered
by  the  Chief.   The  recent  introduction  of coinage,  though
scarcely utilized by the natives, and the monthly passage of a
steamer that makes the voyage, so perilous in canoes, from Yap
to Palau in under two days have completely upset the currency
question in the island and except in the official " Settlement "
the natives have reverted to barter.   No more stones come from
Palau, but outside the native houses they can still be seen leaning
against the walls and are still in use as currency.    Contracts
under the laws introduced by the Japanese Mandatory Govern-
ment must nowadays be registered and shortly before my visit I
was told that the authorities were called upon to inscribe in the
official folio the dowry given to his daughter by an island Chief—
the credit of a stone that had been lost at sea several generations
back by an ancestor, and shortly after the marriage the same
non-existing stone was again transferred as the purchase price
of a coco-nut plantation bought by the newly married couple.
For small change the islanders of Yap still use shells procured
with some difficulty from New Guinea which pass at a fixed
value. But the case is different for the shells are highly coloured
and very ornamental and therefore possess a decorative value.
There is no credit for lost shells.
In all these islands the Palm Crab (Birgus latro) is found and
eaten, and very excellent it is. It is nocturnal in habit, omni-
vorous, but its favourite food is the young coco-nut, though it also
appreciates the fruit of the Pandanus. When the young coco-
nuts are found upon the ground no undue exertion is necessary
on the part of the crab, but failing to procure food by this means
it will, by the aid of its huge pincer claws, climb the palm tree and
pluck the fruit. It does nota as is sometimes claimed, crack the
nut, but pierces it.
Several of these large crabs were brought on board to be
taken, I was told, to Tokyo, but the temptation was evidently too
great, and from time to time a succulent dish appeared with our
Japanese meals. There was silence as to the material of which
it consisted.
Desirous of witnessing a crab's powers of climbing, I proposed
that a coco-nut be hung to the mast in the presence of one of these
crabs and the climber let loose, his head pointed to the dangling

